UNDER  THE  KAISER
were to advance against Germany. As a matter of fact the Czar gave an order at the beginning of the war that Rominten was not to be laid waste. The " Supreme Hunting Lord " expected good sport from the navy. It was many years, however, before he gave me the green hunting dress of the Court. I was often taken deer-stalking oil Rominten heath in all its autumn glory; but during my official report no stag was allowed to roar, my good friends the keepers saw to that.
The Empress, whose regular attendance gave a special colour to the Rominten world, refused on principle to take part in political questions. If she believed, however, that she ought to interfere now and again in the real interests of her husband, she did so with character and generally with success. I think of this noble lady with true reverence. Her nature was felt to be a blessing for the country by all those who had the good fortune to know her more intimately. When the Emperor suddenly went from the west to the east in the spring of 1915, after a difference of opinion had arisen between him and Field-Marshal Hinden-burg, the Empress coming from Berlin caused her carriage to be attached to the Imperial train at. Halle and surprised her husband next morning. The well-known picture which represents the Emperor and Hin-denburg together in Posen was taken by her.
Perhaps it is incorrect to say that there was a scarcity of independent character in post-Bismarckian Germany. Yet Haldane rightly characterized the